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  National Proclamation Day      

                                                              
 
The school community of Scoil Aireagail marked Proclamation Day on 15 March with a ceremony that included recitation, 
music, song and film. In the opening address Principal, Mr. O’ Brien, touched on a number of themes related to the 1916 
Easter Rising; general summary of the main events, views of Irish people at the time, patriotism and the Rising’s 
contemporary significance. Four 6th year students (Ciaran McGorrian, Paddy Dillon Keane, Jade Cass, Kieran Reid) then gave 
an excellent reading of the Proclamation to all the assembled students, staff members and parents in attendance. The 
school’s talented musicians followed with a spirited rendition of The Foggy Dew and Ro Se do Bheatha Bhaile. Attendees 
then viewed a short film where students spoke about the meaning of being Irish in 2016 and the significance of 1916 to 
them. As with the readers and the musicians the students were warmly applauded for their efforts. The ceremony ended 
with the singing of the national anthem. The ceremony was successful in bringing more meaning of the national 
commemoration of 1916 to the students. It also allowed them to showcase their talents and to reflect on the issue of 
national identity, patriotism and modern Ireland. Well done to all who gave of their time to organise the event. 
 

 

 

TY Road Safety Awareness 

         

On Wednesday 11th May our Transition Years went to 
the Watergate Theatre, Kilkenny recently to attend the 
RSA Road Safety Awareness day. They students were 
shown information videos and listened to the Gardai 
give their road safety message, which highlighted the 
many aspects of road safety awareness that they should 
observe. Afterwards the class went on a Riverwalk of the 
river Nore. Thanks to Mr. McGrath and Ms. Dunne for 
organising the trip. 

 

2nd Year Day Trip 

          

The 2nd Years went on their school tour to an activity centre 

on Thursday the 19th of May where they participated in 

bowling, roller skating, mini-golf, and climbing. An enjoyable 

day was had by all. Thanks to Ms. Mills, Ms. Rowe and Ms. 

Dunlop who accompanied the students on the trip. 

 ‘’Education is not the filling of a pail, 

but the lighting of a fire’’  William Butler Yeats 

Wiliam Butler Yeats 

http://scoilaireagail.ie/?attachment_id=2513
http://scoilaireagail.ie/?attachment_id=2512
http://scoilaireagail.ie/20160509_123526/
http://scoilaireagail.ie/2016/05/26/2nd-year-school-tour-3/20160519_094748/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Year Open Day 

                       

On Thursday 28th April we held our annual 1st Year Open Day. This is where our students put together a display of some of 
their projects and assignments that they have been working on during the year. Students had a busy morning preparing 
their display. Parents arrived later in the afternoon, and students acted as hosts – showing their parents what they had 
made. Refreshments were enjoyed by parents and students, while some students provided musical entertainment along the 
corridor. The idea of the Open Day is to give parents a chance to see some of the work involved in the classroom, and it also 
gives students an opportunity to make presentations and take pride in their work.  

               

Presentation of National Flag 

     

Scoil Aireagail took its place alongside all other secondary schools in Croke Park 
on 7th March to receive the national flag from the Thomas Meagher Foundation 
as part of 1916 commemoration events. TY students Jamie Barron, Richie Cody 
and Sean O’ Mahony represented the school at the event. The students saw 
President Michael D Higgins deliver an inspirational speech on the relevance of 
the national flag and the 1916 Easter Rising to all our lives. The defence forces 
were also represented. The students learned about the life of Thomas Meagher 
who designed the tricolour and hung it from the Mall in Waterford for the first 
time in 1848. Jamie received the national flag and a copy of the Proclamation on 
behalf of the school. It was a memorable day for the students and an honour for 
Scoil Aireagail to participate in commemorative events nationally. 
 

2nd Year Ecology Trip 
On Wednesday 4th May all 2nd Year 
students made an ecology trip to 
Castlecomer Discovery Park. This 
formed part of the work involved in 
the new Junior Cycle programme in 
Science. It was a very beneficial and 
enjoyable event for students. They 
represented Scoil Aireagail very well, 
and learned a lot from the tour. 
Thanks to Science teachers Ms. 
Dennehy and Mr. Dowling for 
organizing the day trip, and for 
accompanying students on the day.  

History Tour 
On Wednesday 18th May 1st Years 
visited The National Heritage Park in 
Ferrycarrig, Wexford. Students got to 
see what life was like in Ancient 
Ireland. It was a very educational and 
enjoyable trip. Thanks to Mr. Foster 
and Mr. Kieczka for organizing the 
tour.  

http://scoilaireagail.ie/2016/03/09/national-flag-commemoration-in-croke-park/dscn1553/


6th Year Graduation Night               

 

Class of 2016: Stacey Brennan, Edwin Cahill, Jade Cass, Patrick Dillon Keane, Conor Doolin, Darragh Doyle, Liam Flynn, 

Amy Fogarty, Colin Holden, Siobhan Irish, Jessica Kelly, Aisling Laherty, Marek Lech, Ciaran Mc Gorrian, Elizabeth Mc 

Namara, Ryan Mulqueen, Katie Murphy, Eoin Power, Jack Power, Kieran Reid, Conor Reid, Aidan Ward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Success 

 
Congratulations to past-pupil Miriam Wemyss 
who was awarded an Academic Scholarship by 
the Institute of Technology Carlow, on 8th 
March. Above: C. O’ Toole (Corporate Affairs 
I.T. Carlow), S. Fallon (Deputy Principal Scoil 
Aireagail), Dr. P. Mulcahy (President, I.T. 
Carlow), M. Wemyss (Past Student), D. 
Denieffe (Academic Affairs, I. T. Carlow)  
Miriam did her Leaving Certificate in 2015 and 
is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Business 
(Honours) in Human Resource Management. 
We wish Miriam continued success in her 
future studies and career.  
 

TY Midlands Prison 
Visit 

     
Our Transition Year students 
visited The Midlands Prison 
recently where they learned 
about life, both as a prisoner 
and a prison officer, on the 
inside. They learned a lot about 
life of incarceration, the 
isolation and culture, the drugs 
scene inside prison and the 
methods used to control 
prisoners. Students found the 
visit to be a real eye-opener 
and were quite shocked at how 
difficult life in prison really is. 
Thanks to TY Co-ordinator Ms. 
O’Dwyer for organising the 
event. Thanks also to Ms. 
Dunne for helping Ms. O’ 
Dwyer on the day. 
 

Fundraising 

 
Thanks to the efforts of the 
Transition Year students Scoil 
Aireagail was delighted to 
recently hand over funds to the 
Billy’s Tearooms Committee. The 
students sold Irish Tricolour 
pendants supplied by the 
Thomas Meagher Foundation at 
local shops as part of the 
national 1916 commemorative 
events. The school saw it as an 
ideal opportunity to give back to 
the community by supporting a 
local fundraising initiative which 
is promoting community 
development. Committee 
members Noleen Hearne and 
Helena Cody were on hand to 
receive the cheque for €216. 
Scoil Aireagail looks forward to 
supporting the project again 
whenever it can. 
 

On Thursday 26th May our Sixth Year students had their Graduation Night. The 
evening started with a ceremony in the Carmelite church Knocktopher. All 
students contributed with readings, poetry, offerings, music and singing. 
Students were joined by their parents, family, staff and friends in celebrating 
their time in Scoil Aireagail. Students presented their teachers Ms. Dennehy, 
Ms. O’ Dwyer, Ms. Rowe and Ms. Naddy with a bouquet of flowers for their 
help in organizing the event, and for all their help throughout the year. 
Afterwards, all were invited to join the students back in the school for 
refreshments. It was a very successful and pleasant evening. Thanks to all our 
senior students for contributing to and participating in the event. Thanks also 
to all staff for their huge commitment in preparing students for their 
upcoming examinations.  

 

 

 

http://scoilaireagail.ie/image-8dc3288b18ebd58bc27f3c67fd8afa95fd1b16077614250fb28becb0a77412ef-v/
http://scoilaireagail.ie/2016/05/18/1916-table-quiz/billys-tearooms/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junk Kouture 2016 Competition  

   
 
Junk Kouture is a national contest which encourages young designers in second level education to create striking couture 
designs and impressive works of wearable art from everyday junk that would normally find its way into the bin. Junk 
Kouture aims to inspire and ignite passion in these teenagers while at the same time subtly educating them about the 
importance of recycling and reusing waste. Over the last five years, Junk Kouture has established itself as the premier 
recycled fashion competition for teenagers throughout Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
 
The regional finals of Junk Kouture were held in the University of Limerick on the 11th of March. Sinead, Lauren and Laura 
arrived early and met with Ms Bolger at the concert hall. They had to be there early for rehearsals. Backstage there were 
80 amazing outfits, many students, teachers and nervous models. It was great to see some of the other outfits up close 
and meet others involved in the competition. Sinead did great in the rehearsal remembering the routine she had practiced 
for weeks, and was all set to go out on stage. 
Finally the time came for Casino Royale to be showcased on the Junk Kouture stage. When Sinead did come out on stage 
to the sound of the song ‘Poker Face’ by Lady Gaga she immediately smiled as she heard the crowd of supporters cheering 
her on! All the TY students and some 3rd years came with Ms. Naddy to lend their support - and what support they gave! 
We were without doubt the greatest supporters in the Concert Hall. Sinead’s performance was excellent. She showed the 
outfit off and even surprised the judges by throwing up playing cards into the air during her performance. The judges 
seemed very impressed. 
Unfortunately Casino Royale failed to make it through to the Grand Final, but the girls really enjoyed the experience. It 
was the first time Scoil Aireagail was ever in the Junk Kouture competition and our current Third Years can’t wait to enter 
next year! Here’s hoping!   
Congratulations to all students involved for huge dedication and commitment to this competition. Thanks to two teachers 
who directed the campaign, and helped the students out so much over the past few weeks – Ms. Bolger (Art teacher) and 
Ms. Naddy (Home Economics teacher) 

                                

Congratulations to all the Junk Kouture team of 2016 for their 

creativity, positivity, ambition and determination. They are a credit to 

themselves, Scoil Aireagail and their family. 



Transition Year Awards Night 

               
On Thursday 19th May Scoil Aireagail hosted its annual Transition Year Graduation Night. This is a very important event in 
our school calendar. Students set up the sports hall with a very impressive display of some of the work they completed 
during the year. Our TYs had an extremely successful and busy year with an incredible number, range and variety of trips, 
courses and events. The level of participation from all TY students throughout the entire year was excellent. Transition 
Year remains an important step in providing our students with new experiences, where they can develop new skills and 
engage in activities which they will benefit from in the future. Our students responded to the programme with great 
enthusiasm and positivity, and have formed strong bonds with each other which will be so important as they embark on 
the Leaving Certificate programme next year. Transition Year also involves many of the subjects that are available in Scoil 
Aireagail at Leaving Certificate level, enabling students to sample each so as to make better informed decisions when 
choosing their subjects at senior level.  

                 

                    Above:  TY Co-ordinator Award: Emily Murphy,                                           Above:  Bank of Ireland TY Student of the Year: Jamie Barron, 

                                   presented by Ms. O’ Dwyer                                                                               presented by Mr. O’ Brien  

 

 

Well Done ! 

Congratulations to all the Transition Year students 
for their outstanding engagement with the 
programme for the year. Thanks to all TY teachers 
for helping to make the course so successful. A 
special word of thanks to Ms. O’ Dwyer – TY Co-
ordinator. Ms. O’ Dwyer works tirelessly throughout 
the year organising all TY trips, events and activities.  

TY P.E. Awards: Michael Murphy                                                                      

TY Endeavour Awards: Sean O’ Mahony                                              

TY Career Research Project Award: Chloe Corrigan    

TY Lifestyle/Health & Fitness Portfolio: Sinead Fitzpatrick 

TY Co-ordinator Award: Emily Murphy  

TY Sports Person of the Year: Patrick Hearne 

School Community Award: Grace Kent  

Bank of Ireland TY Student of the Year: Jamie Barron  
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Student Awards 2016  

       

  Above: Junior Student of the Year Award: Amy Duggan          Above: Senior Student of the Year Award: Aisling Laherty 

                presented by Mr. Fallon                                                                   presented by Mr. Fallon 

On Tuesday 24th May Scoil Aireagail held its Student Awards afternoon. This is where students were awarded trophies in a 

variety of categories from classroom-based achievements to the extra-curricular. It is one of the highlights of our school 

year, where much of the outstanding work of our students is recognized and rewarded. Well done to all.  

 

 

 

PE Awards 

1 Green: Sadie Morrissey         

1 Red: Damien Devine  

2 Black: Christopher Grace  

2 White: Brendan Fitzpatrick  

3rd Year: Amy Alyward  

 

Camogie Awards 

Junior Camogie Player of the Year: 

Olivia O’ Keeffe 

Senior Camogie player of the Year: 

Ciara Phelan 

 

Soccer Awards 

Junior Soccer Player of the Year: Myko Little  

Senior Soccer Player of the Year: Jamie 

Dungan  

Female Soccer Player of the Year: Sophie 

Morrissey  

 
2 – Mile Challenge Award 

 Aisling O’ Mahony.  

 

Hurling Awards                            
Juvenile Hurler of the Year: Casey 
Corcoran                                           
Junior Hurler of the Year: Patrick 
Hearne                                              
Senior Hurler of the Year: Conor 
Reid  

 

Football Awards                                         
Juvenile Footballer of the Year: Reece 
Anderson                                                            
Senior Footballer of the Year: Dara Doyle  

 
Badminton Awards              

U-16 Players of the Year: 

Jessica Catt  

Declan Duggan                                  

U-19 Player of the Year: 

Conor Lawlor               

Sports Person of the Year Award   

Junior Sports Person of the Year: 

Dean Mason                              

Senior Sports Person of the Year: 

Roy Cullen  

 

Music Awards                  

Junior Music Award: Rachel 

Duggan                            

Senior Music Award: Jack 

Power 

Full Attendance Awards:  

Dara Mason             Charlotte Murphy Wallace 

T.J. Murphy               

Dean Murphy Wallace 

Valeriue Blascu       

Amy Duggan 

Orla Little                 

Patrick Dillon Keane  

Aisling Laherty 

 

Endeavour Awards:  

1 Green: Charlotte Murphy Wallace  

1 Red: Damien Devine 

2 Black: Michael Holden          

2 White: Matthew Walsh 

3rd Year : Dylan Carroll 

5th Year: Sean Brennan 

6th Year: Patrick Dillon Keane 

 

Academic Student of the Year  

1 Green: Colin Fitzpatrick            

1 Red: Leah Mc Namara 

2 Black: Edmond Fitzpatrick  
2 White: Aisling O’ Mahony 

3rd Year: Anton O’ Shea  

5th Year: Orla Little  

 

Junior Student of the Year: 

Amy Duggan 

Senior Student of the Year: 

Aisling Laherty 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1916 Table Quiz 

 

Eight 1st Year students represented Scoil Aireagail in the Kilkenny 
Carlow ETB 1916 Commemorative Table Quiz held in Kilkenny 
City Vocational School on 15 April. Twelve schools from Carlow 
and Kilkenny attended the event. Class 1 Red was represented by 
Aron Bokslag, Damien Devine, Dara Mason and Leah McNamara. 
1 Green was represented by Sarah Aylward, Cillian McEvoy, 
Emma O’ Keefe and Conor Walsh. There was a very positive 
atmosphere at the event as the students in teams of four battled 
their way through eight general knowledge rounds and two on 
the 1916 Rising. Our students did extremely well taking second 
place and representing Scoil Aireagail proudly in the process. It 
was a great experience all round for all concerned. 
 

Sean O’ Mahony Strasbourg Trip 

 

Congratulations to Sean O’ Mahony, 
Transition Year student, who is on his way to 
Strasbourg to visit the European Parliament. 
Sean entered the online competition, 
graduate.ie, where students learn about 
important local and national topics. Sean is 
one of twenty-four students from around 
the country who has also been successful in 
the competition. The prize has been 
sponsored By Kilkenny Carlow Education 
and Training Board (ETB). Sean will make a 
fantastic ambassador for our school, and has 
had a very successful year in Transition Year. 
We wish him an enjoyable and informative 
trip. Well done Sean.  

 

 

Tom Hunt 

 

It was with great sadness and a real 
sense of shock when the Scoil 
Aireagail school community learned 
of the recent passing of Tom Hunt. 
Tom was principal in our school 
from 1992 to 2008. His legacy lies in 
the generations he touched and 
influenced throughout his teaching 
career. Tom’s unique passion and 
skill in bringing out the very best in 
so many students over the years is 
still felt in the community he left 
behind. He was a hero, in the true 
sense of the word. Since his 
retirement in 2008 Tom’s name still 
comes up in conversation, as 
people fondly recall his various 
endeavours, achievements and 
witty exchanges during his time in 
Scoil Aireagail. He will be sadly 
missed by those fortunate to have 
known him. 
May He Rest in Peace 

Good Luck in Exams 

 

Staff in Scoil Aireagail wishes 
the best of luck to our students 
sitting the Junior and Leaving 
Certificate examinations over 
the next few weeks. Students 
have been working hard with 
their teachers over the past few 
months, with many availing of 
our evening study facility. Our 
thoughts will be with the 
students throughout the 
examinations period. We hope 
they get to achieve their goals, 
and enjoy a well-deserved 
summer break when 
examinations are all over.  

Summer Holidays 

 

Wishing staff and students a 
restful and enjoyable summer 
break. Here’s hoping for some 
fine weather !! 

http://scoilaireagail.ie/2016/05/18/1916-table-quiz/1926-quiz-team/
http://scoilaireagail.ie/2016/03/02/2456/sean-o-mahony/


 

Scoil Aireagail School of Hairdressing 

             

Scoil Aireagail School of Hairdressing has a strong tradition of providing quality training in this vibrant industry. FETAC 

level 5, Department of Education Junior & Senior Trade and City & Guilds Diploma are available here. Scoil Aireagail 

School of Hairdressing is equipped with state-of-the-art salon facilities, together with a dedicated and experienced 

staff that will help provide you with the necessary skills to enter this exciting career. 

What will I study? 1st year Personal presentation, Hair and Scalp analysis, Reception Skills, Shampoo and Conditioning, 

Styling and Dressing Hair, Colouring , Curling and Straightening, Cutting, Sales and Marketing. During the year students will 

attend external courses on Hair Colour, Up styling, Perming techniques, Barbering Workshops etc. and Seminars on Hair 

and Beauty 

How long is the course? Two years, with work experience every Friday 

What experience should I have? Students applying for Hairdressing should have Art and Science to leaving certificate 

Level. It is an advantage to have previous work experience in a salon. 
How do I apply? Application forms are available from Scoil Aireagail on 056 7768632. On successful completion of 

application an interview process takes place, where you provide us with your CV, two photos and recent references. If you 

have any photographic work of styles you have created, we would be delighted to have a look. For further information visit 

the Scoil Aireagail website on scoilaireagail.ie 

2015 / 2016 Scoil Aireagail Photo Gallery 

        

                 


