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Principal Liam O’Brien: 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Students, 

  

I hope this newsletter finds you and 

your family safe and well.  

As we approach the Easter break we do 

so in the context of a disrupted school 

year. It was fantastic to see 6th year 

students return to school in early 

March, to be followed by 5th year 

students two weeks ago. It was the 

return to a semblance of normality we 

are all so looking forward to. It was 

great for teachers to have personal 

contact with their students and work 

with them in a classroom once again. For 

the students it was the relief of a 

return to structure and to meet their 

school friends once again.  

Unfortunately for junior cycle and TY 

students, restrictions remain in place 

and they must continue with remote 

learning. It has not been easy and both 

students and parents deserve great 

credit for persevering with the process. 

For exam year students it has been a 

particularly uncertain year. There is 

more clarity at this stage and we will 

endeavour to keep you informed of 

arrangements as they are made known 

to the school.  

Of course, the first priority for us all is 

to stay safe and well. Scoil Aireagail will 

continue to implement all measures 

possible to ensure that our school 

environment is safe. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support in this endeavour.  

In the meantime I wish all in the Scoil 

Aireagail school community and an 

enjoyable and peaceful Easter break. 

We are very hopeful of a full return to 

school after the Easter holidays and 

look forward to experiencing the 

vibrancy of a full school again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

TY short film gets through to the 

national heats of the Fresh Film 

Competition:Congratulations to some of 

our transition year students who went 

through to the national heats of the 

Fresh Film Competition with their short 

film entitled “The Struggle”.  

The students really enjoyed making 

these films as part of a film and media 

studies module in English, the directing, 

producing, and acting was all completed 

by the students and we are very proud 

of them. There will also be an audience 

award which we can all vote for our 

school. Thanks to Ms. Prendergast for 

helping the students with their movies. 

Best of luck in the heats from all at 

Scoil Aireagail! 

To watch please click on this 

link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

reHlxK4tzs4%20 

 

 
 

 

Scoil Aireagail music students virtual 

performance for St. Patrick’s Day: 
Our music students created a virtual 

performance for St. Patricks Day with a 

rendition of Inisheer -Britches full of 

stitches. Thanks to Ms. Rowe for 

organising it with students. To view the 

performance please click 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqk

LKEWGG1I 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoil Aireagail becomes a Droichead 

school: Scoil Aireagail is delighted to 

announce that we are  a 

Droichead school.The Droichead proces

s is an integrated professional induction 

framework for newly qualified teachers 

(NQTs).  The main objective of 

the Droichead process is to support the 

professional learning of the NQTs 

during the induction phase, thus laying 

the foundations for subsequent 

professional growth and learning for 

the next phase of their career. 

We have a full trained Professional 

Support Team, who mentor NQTs 

through the Droichead process.  We 

look forward to working with NQTs to 

enrich our school culture.  Thanks to 

Ms. O’Callaghan and Ms. Dunphy for 

taking part in the training programme. 

For more information, please visit the 

NIPT 

websitehttps://www.teacherinduction.ie

/en/ 
 
TY learn more about Breast Cancer 

Transition Year students had an online 

talk from Juliette O’Connell, an 

Outreach Co-ordinator from Breast 

Cancer Ireland. Juliette gave students 

a very informative talk about the work 

@breastcancerireland does and her own 

experience of having breast cancer. 

Juliette also made students aware that 

breast cancer can affect men as well as 

women. She informed them of the signs 

and symptoms of breast cancer and 

showed students how to check 

themselves every month. Thank you to 

Juliette for giving time out of her day 

to talk to out students and thanks also 

to Ms. Naddy for organising the talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

TY’s discuss Nutrition 

Our Transition Year students had an 

online talk from nutritionist, Paula 

Duggan. She talked to students about 

healthy eating, sports nutrition and the 

many misconceptions that are out there 

regarding healthy eating. Thank you to 

Paula for taking the time to facilitate 

this and to Ms. Naddy for organising. 
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documents and web links are 

updated on our webpage. To 

view please follow this link 
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TY’s Drama Workshop 

Our Transition Year students had an 

online drama workshop with actor 

George McMahon (aka Mondo from 

Fairy City) and dancer Rachel Smyth. 

Students acted out scenes from Fair 

City and movies with George, and 

learned dance routines with Rachel. 

George also gave the students a great 

insight into his career so far and what’s 

it’s really like to be an actor on TV. A 

big thank you to George and Rachel for 

facilitating such an interesting and 

interactive workshop for the students 

Thanks to Ms. Naddy for organising the 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dublin footballer and author, Shane 

Carthy talks to our TY students about 

mental health issues:Our Transition 

Year students had an online talk with 

Dublin footballer and author, Shane 

Carthy. He spoke openly to students 

about his experience of his mental 

health issues from 5th year until the 

present day. He also spoke to them 

about how he turned a corner once he 

opened up and got the help he needed. A 

big thanks to Shane for facilitating a 

talk on such an important topic. Thank 

also to Ms. Naddy for organising the 

talk. 

 

 
 
 
TY girls participate in a STEM 

workshop run by I WISH:Our TY girls 

participated in a STEM workshop run by 

I WISH. I WISH is a Volunteer led 

community that shows teenage girls the 

importance of Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths. Our students 

listened to various female guest 

speakers on how they shaped their 

careers in the world of STEM. Thank 

you to I Wish for hosting the even 

virtually this year. Also a big thank you 

to Ms. Naddy for organising the 

workshop. 

 

TY boys participate in a STEM 

workshop run by Microsoft 

Dreamspace Our TY boys participated 

in a STEM workshop run by Microsoft 

Dreamspace. Our students learned 

about the importance of engineering in 

Microsoft Ireland and they took on a 

coding challenge, showcasing the key 

skills used by software engineers every 

day. Thank you to Microsoft Ireland for 

hosting this virtual event. Thanks also 

to Ms. Naddy for organising the talk. 

 
 

2nd, 3rd, TY and 5th year students 

talk with Rory O’ Connor from Rory’s 

Stories about mental health and 

achieving goals:Our 2nd, 3rd, TY and 

5th year students had a talk with Rory 

O’ Connor from Rory’s Stories. Rory 

spoke about the difficulties he 

experienced in school, the different 

mental health struggles he faced and 

how he overcame these issues. He also 

spoke to students about becoming a 

best selling author and the level of work 

and perseverance that was needed to 

achieve his goals. His message to 

students was to never give up and to 

always put the effort into what you 

want to achieve Thank you to Rory for 

giving his time to talk to our students. 

Thanks also to Ms. Naddy for organising 

the talk for our students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TY’s have a talk with Lauren Guilfoyle 

on career paths and the GAA Future 

Leaders TY Programme: Our 

Transition Year students had an online 

talk with physiotherapist Lauren 

Guilfoyle. She spoke to students about 

her career path and how taking part in 

the GAA Future Leaders TY programme 

could propel a student into any of the 7 

areas that students are studying-Event 

Management, Nutrition, Coaching, 

History, Refereeing, Sports Journalism 

and Performance Analysis. Thanks to 

Lauren for giving her time to talk to our 

students. Thanks also to Ms. Naddy for 

organising it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TY students have a talk about Road 

Safety with the RSA: Our Transition 

Year students had an online talk with 

Fiona Kavanagh, a Road Safety 

Promotion Officer. She spoke to 

students about how they can stay safe 

on the road and the responsibilities 

they have to keep other safe too. 

Thanks to Fiona from the RSA for 

giving her time to talk to the students. 

Thanks also to Ms. Naddy for organising 

the talk for students. 

Transition Year participate in an 

online talk with the DSPCA In 

February our Transition Year students 

had an online talk from Anne Hogan, a 

member of the DSPCA. Anne gave a 

very informative talk on all matters 

relating to animal welfare and the work 

that the DSPCA carries out. TYs also 

learned about the simple things that 

they can do every day to help all kinds 

of animals. Thank you to Anne for taking 

time out of her day to talk to our 

students and to Ms. Naddy for 

organising. 
 
 
 

TY Planned Activities after Easter 

✓ Comedy writing/creative writing 

workshop with Bernard Casey 

✓ Sports analysis workshop with Philip 

Connors 

✓ Teambuilding and leadership 

workshop with Michael Fennelly 

✓ Coding workshop with Microsoft 

Dreamspace 

✓ Reptile Village visit to the school 


