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Principal Liam O’Brien’s Christmas 

Message 2020 There is no doubt that 

students and staff members are 

particularly looking forward to the 

Christmas break this year. Covid 

compliance measures have meant that 

school life has had to change in many 

ways; wearing masks, social distancing, 

severe restrictions on extra-curricular 

activities. Teachers have had to modify 

their practices to account for these 

changes. Students have had to be very 

disciplined in how they interact with 

each other. This has proved to be 

challenging to maintain for such a long 

period.  

The school community has dealt with 

these challenges very well. I would like 

to commend all staff members for their 

dedicated work and diligence in ensuring 

that we have delivered quality teaching 

and learning in a very safe environment. 

I would like to thank parents for their 

support of our Covid Response Plan. 

Most of all, I would like to congratulate 

the students for their excellent 

cooperation and compliance with the 

measures put in place. You have been 

fantastic in your positive, respectful 

approach in difficult circumstances. As 

a result there is a very positive 

atmosphere in the school, where 

students’ wellbeing is paramount and 

where they are engaged in their 

learning. Thankfully, there have been no 

positive cases among students or staff. 

With continued vigilance and 

cooperation from everyone in the school 

community, we hope to maintain this 

record.  

On behalf of the staff members, 

Parents Association and Board of 

Management of Scoil Aireagail, I would 

like to wish all in the school community 

and beyond a safe and peaceful 

Christmas and every good fortune in the 

New Year. 

 

 

Scoil Aireagail/KCETB Student of the 

Years 2020 Award Congratulations to 

Olivia O’Keefe who was presented with 

the KCETB Student of the Year 2020. 

Every year KCETB presents one student 

from each of the ETB schools with the 

title of ‘Student of the Year’. The 

criteria for selection is based on a 

mixture of academic performance, 

endeavor, participation/contribution to 

school life, positive attitude, and work 

ethic- all of  which Oliva showed in 

abundance during her time in Scoil 

Aireagail. 

Olivia’s proud parents were there when 

Olivia was presented with a specially 

commissioned medal to acknowledge her 

achievements. 

The Scoil Aireagail community wish 

Olivia the very best for the future, 

where she will undoubtedly excel in her 

studies and career.  

Wellbeing 

Scoil Aireagail have Mount Everest 

summit in their sights: Mr. Mackey has 

been running a challenge over the last 5 

weeks that has seen the school almost 

reach the summit on their virtual climb 

up Mount Everest. Since the beginning 

of November, the whole school has been 

keeping active and tracking their steps 

each week. We are almost finished our 

6-week challenge and within touching 

distance of our goal. The challenge has 

really helped to blow the November 

cobwebs away and has reinforced the 

message of the importance of fresh air 

and exercise to help improve our mental 

health and wellbeing. Well done to Mr. 

Mackay for organizing the challenge. 

 

 

Cairdeas Mentoring: First years had 

their last Cairdeas Mentoring event for 

this year. In groups students had to 

first build a parachute for an egg using 

a balloon paper straws and sellotape. In 

the 2nd activity students had to build 

the tallest tower using old newspapers 

and cello tape. These are both team 

building exercises and produced some 

interesting results. Well done to the 

first years and a big thank you to the 

Leaving cert students for their 

involvement with this programme. 

Thanks also to Ms. Leahy for 

coordinating this important programme 

in school. 

Stand Up Awareness Week for 

LGBTIQ+ Scoil Aireagail staff and 

students celebrated Stand Up 

Awareness week in November. This 

week is where second-level schools, 

youth services, and Youthreach Centre’s 

in Ireland join up to take a stand 

against homophobic, biphobic, and 

transphobic bullying. Our TY students 

created posters and hung an exhibition 

in the canteen to raise awareness and 

educate the school community around 

supporting LGBTIQ+ young people. In 

order to mark the final day we 

participated in the #ComeIn day where 

students of different year groups 

dressed in different colours to show 

our support of the LGBTI+ community.  
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Sustainability  

Green Schools Committee aim to 

reduce litter and waste: Scoil 

Aireagail’s Green Schools Committee 

for 2020/2021 is now up and running. 

The theme this year is litter and waste 

reduction. The committee is holding 

meetings each week and working to 

reduce the amount of waste in our 

school. The committee began their 

campaign during the week when the 

members did a litter pick up around the 

school and village. Thanks to Ms. Law 

for setting up and organizing the Green 

Schools initiative. 

 

Green Schools Committee 2020-2021  

 

1st 

Year 

Erin Walsh 

Adam Franks 

Ben Cullen 

2nd 

Year 

Michael Slattery 

Shauna Sutton 

3rd 

Year 

Amy Prendergast 

Jessica Flynn 

 

4th 

Year 

Holly O’Brien 

Ciara Walsh 

Kian White 

Orestas Balsys 

Aoibheann Butler 

5th 

Year 

Amy Monahan 

Brandon Breen 

Deon Smith 

 

TY News 

Despite Covid-19 restrictions our TY 

students have had a busy and active 

term with their coordinator Ms. Naddy 

organizing so many great activities and 

workshops for them to get involved in. 

Big thanks to Ms. Naddy for working so 

hard to help students get maximum 

benefit from their Transition year 

experience. 

 

TY students completed a First Aid 

Course with trainer Tommy Bawle. They 

found the training very practical and 

hands on. Thanks to Ms. Naddy for 

organising and facilitating the course. 

  

 
 

 

 

TY’s do some festive baking TY 
Home Economics students were busy 

last week in the kitchen cooking and 

decorating Christmas cakes. They really 

pulled out all the stops in making their 

cakes fabulous and festive! Thanks to 

Ms. Naddy for helping them. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TY’s have fun on Segway’s Our Ty 

students had great fun last week 

participating in a Segway workshop. 

Thanks to Ms. Naddy for organising this 

fun event. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

TY’s get crafty making Christmas 

wreaths Thanks to Sarah Aylward for 

running a Christmas wreath workshop 

with our Transition year students. They 

made some fabulous wreaths. Big thanks 

to past pupil Marie Murphy -Fleur de Lis 

for supplying the materials. Also, thanks 

to Ms. Naddy for organising the 

workshop. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TY students raise funds for 

Thomastown Fire Service 

Scoil Aireagail’s TY students have been 

busy recently fundraising for local 

causes. They used Maths Week in the 

school as an opportunity to raise funds 

for the local fire service. All students 

participated in a Maths table quiz with 

the proceeds going to Thomastown Fire 

Service. A school family had cause 

recently to be very grateful for their 

services and the school and the 

family wanted to recognise the role of 

the fire service in our community. The 

proceeds of the event were presented 

to the fire service by TY student Jake 

Power and principal Mr. O’Brien. They 

both expressed their gratitude for 

their service to the community.   

The funds will go toward the trauma 

bears initiative from Kilkenny Fire and 

Rescue Service. The bears, called ‘Bravo 

Bears’, are given to children at 

emergency incidents to reduce the 

suffering of children and to help 

children cope with the stress that they 

feel from their involvement in a 

traumatic event. The initiative was 

launched in 2019 with over 100 bears 

now on active service! The feedback has 

been hugely positive. Station Officer, 

Paul Comerford, thanked the students 

and assured them “The teddy bears will 

play an invaluable role in comforting, 

calming and relaxing traumatised 

children in road traffic collisions and 

other incidents.” Scoil Aireagail is very 

proud to be associated with the 

initiative. 
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Student Council 2020/2021 

Our student Council has had a very busy 

term with the students organizing many 

worthy fundraising events. Thanks to 

the efforts of our Student Council 

Committee and to their coordinator Ms. 

Phelan for working tirelessly to promote 

student voice in our school.  

 

 

Student Council breakfast morning 

raises funds for Teac Tom The 

student council held it’s breakfast 

morning in November and raised a 

fantastic €442 for Teac Tom Kilkenny. 

They served up a delicious menu that 

included juice, pancakes, toast and 

flapjacks. Well done to all involved for 

their hard work and especially Ms. 

Phelan who coordinated it all. 

Christmas Jumper day in aid of 

Temple Street Student Council 

organised held their annual “Christmas 

Jumper day” which raised €210 for 

temple Street children’s hospital. Well 

done to staff and students for making 

such an effort to bring Christmas 

festive cheer to school today wearing 

their Christmas jumpers and outfits. 

Congratulations to all involved and Ms. 

Phelan for coordinating the Students 

Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comhairle na nÓg Well done to the 

members of the students council who 

participated in the Kilkenny Comhairle 

Na Og AGM on Wednesday November 

4th. The meeting took place over zoom. 

Comhairle na nÓg is a local youth 

council, which give young people the 

opportunity to be involved in the 

development of local services and 

policies. 

Thanks to Ms. Phelan for her continued 

work and support with the Student 

Council in our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoil Aireagail Prefects 2020/2021 

Congratulations to four senior students 

who have recently been appointed 

Prefects for 2020/21.  

 

6th Year: 

Leah McNamara 

Shane Lawlor 

 

5th year: 

Margaret Mary Murphy 

Donnchadh Walsh 

The process of selecting Prefects 

involved completing an application form 

and attending a formal interview. This in 

itself is highly beneficial to those who 

applied, as it provides students with a 

valuable experience for the working 

world. The role of Prefect is primarily 

to mirror the values we hold in Scoil 

Aireagail in terms of respect, strong 

work ethic, positive attitude and a good 

role model for other students to aspire 

to. Prefects can also be assigned tasks 

throughout the year which may include 

introducing guest speakers, 

assisting/organising school events, 

readings at graduation, involvement with 

student council, representing our school 

at events, communicating issues/ideas 

to staff/management etc… 

Sincere thanks to all students who put 

themselves forward and applied for the 

position. To choose four candidates was 

quite a difficult task, as all would have 

made excellent Prefects.  
We wish our new Prefects the very best 

for the year, and hope they enjoy their 

new leadership role. Finally, thanks to 

Prefects Co-ordinator Ms. Phelan for all 

the time and work involved in the 

process so far.  

Teaching and learning 

2nd year English class develop Key 

Skills December has been a busy month 

for 2nd years in the English class as 

they completed their CBA 1, oral 

presentations. What a wonderful array 

of interests the students showcased, 

taking inspiration from their own lives. 

It was great to see all students taking 

responsibility over their own learning 

and enjoying the experience. The 

students worked on many of the junior 

cycle key skills like communication, 

literacy, being creative and managing 

information and thinking. A valuable 

learning experience for all. Well done 

2nd years! Thanks to Ms. Prendergast 

for her support with the students. 

 
2nd Year Business class meet past 

pupil and Entrepreneur Marie Murphy 

Ms. Dooley’s 2nd year Business class 

were joined last month on a zoom call 

with one of our past pupils Marie 

Murphy. Marie set up her florist shop 

Fleur de Lis by Marie 4 years ago. She 

kindly gave up her time to speak to the 

class about her experience and the 

many challenges that she faced in 

getting her business up and running. 

Marie spoke about the many benefits of 

being an entrepreneur but also how hard 

she works and the hours she spends 

every day running her business. The 

business class really gained a true 

insight into a working business and many 

of them spoke afterwards about how 

inspiring Marie’s story was and how it 

has given them more confidence in their 

future as entrepreneurs. Many of our 

2nd year class are already 

entrepreneurs who have businesses set 

up and making sales. Marie’s Instagram 

page can be found by clicking on the link 

https://instagram.com/fleurdelisbymari

e?igshid=1fm74lzwgc144  

 
 

https://instagram.com/fleurdelisbymarie?igshid=1fm74lzwgc144
https://instagram.com/fleurdelisbymarie?igshid=1fm74lzwgc144
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1st year students challenged on a 

Math’s Trail for Math’s Week Our 1st 

year students took part in a Math Trail 

challenge for Math’s week. They 

followed mathematical clues to find the 

prizes at the end of the trail. Junior 

Cycle key skills were embedded in the 

challenge with students developing their 

communication skills, working with 

others, staying well and keeping active. 

Well done to all those involved and to 

Ms. Hickey for organising the trail. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

John Lonergan visits Scoil Aireagail 

The former governer of Mount Joy 

prison visited Scoil Aireagail recently on 

the 24th November.   John Lonergan 

was Governor of Mountjoy Prison until 

his retirement in 2010. John joined the 

Irish Prison Service in 1968. He also 

served as Governor of the high security 

prison in Portlaoise from November 

1988 until May 1992.  John spoke to 

third year and transition year students 

about the direct link between crime and 

social and economic deprivation. He also 

spoke to the students about his first 

hand experiences of drug abuse and 

crime. This visit was part of the 

students’ thematic study of justice in 

English recently. A very thought 

provoking talk for our students and it 

was great to see so many engaging with 

John asking questions throughout. 

Thanks to Ms. Prendergast for 

organising the event. 

 
Les élèves francais adorent les 

crepes!! En Novembre les élèves ont 

mangé des crepes pendant le cours de 

francais avec Mmme Leahy. Merci à 

Madame Naddy. Ils étaient délicieux. 

Les étudiants ont vraiment apprécié 

l”expérience! 

 
 
 
 
 

Junior Cycle Maths students take 

part in the Mangahigh Competition 

Congratulations to all our Junior math’s 

students who got involved in the 

Mangahigh math’s competition during 

maths week. MANGAHIGH.com is a 

game-based learning site in which 

students play math games as a fun way 

to learn new concepts and apply 

knowledge. Games cover certain learning 

topics and are sorted by ability and 

grade level. They are designed to adapt 

in difficulty to the ability of the 

student. The more correct answers the 

student gets, the higher the level of 

difficulty for the next cluster of 

questions, and vice versa. Thanks very 

much to Ms. O’Callaghan for organising 

the competition for our students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music Students recorded two music 

videos this term Three of our 5th Year 

music students recorded a beautiful 

instrumental of the Lonesome Boatman 

yesterday. Joshua Burke on tin whistle, 

Brandon Breen on guitar, and Chloe 

Phelan on percussion. How lucky we are 

here at Scoil Aireagail to have such 

amazing talented musicians attending 

our school.  

Our 2nd year music students also put 

together a beautiful video of their 

performance of Someone you loved. 

This week our 1st to 5th year students 

recorded a fantastic rendition of Feed 

the world .Thanks to their teacher Ms. 

Rowe for all her help and support to 

students. Please click on the link below 

to hear bot songs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUk

Z76Vkk1g  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz8

OhLJJjuk&feature=youtu.be  

 

https://youtu.be/_9WDDRQ0HAE  

 

Science Week 2020 Spelling Bee As 

part of Science week Ms. Dunphy’s 

Science students too part in the 

Science week Spelling Bee. Students 

competed again each other to spell 

scientific vocabulary correctly. Well 

done to Ms. Dunphy for organizing this 

event for students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Year Art Students win 1st Prize 

in the Credit Union Art Competition 

Congratulations to two 2nd year art 

students who both won 1st prize in the 

Credit Union art competition. Shauna 

Sutton in the 11-13 year category and 

Serena O Farrell in the 14-17 year 

category. Pictured are their entries for 

the competition to the theme ‘Imagine 

More’ winning entries are on display in 

Thomastown Credit Union. Well done to 

both girls. Thanks to their teacher Ms. 

Dalton for her help. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mangahigh.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUkZ76Vkk1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUkZ76Vkk1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz8OhLJJjuk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz8OhLJJjuk&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/_9WDDRQ0HAE
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Key Dates 

School re-opens after 

Christmas for all 

students on 

Wednesday, 6th 

January. 

School closed: Junior 
Cycle training 
Wednesday 13th 

January 

February Mid Term 

Break Monday 

February 15th -Friday 

February 19th  

 

School Improvement Planning 

Scoil Aireagail introduce a new and 

innovative way to track academic 

performance: As part of our School 

Improvement Plan (SIP) in 2020 we 

have been working at improving our use 

of our interactive platform called VS 

Ware. This online platform allows the 

teachers to save and share information 

in a safe and secure way. Student 

information on results and progress 

along with important documents are 

saved on this platform, so all the 

teachers can have access to 

information, relevant to help and 

support the teaching and learning of our 

students. Our Mission Statement states 

‘Scoil Aireagail is committed to the 

educational welfare of its entire 

community’ where we aim to ‘provide a 

structured, caring environment enabling 

each student to reach their full 

potential’. With this in mind we have 

developed an Academic Tracking 

System, so that subject teachers and 

Year Heads can monitor the progress of 

students in all subject areas and if they 

are not succeeding as expected can 

then intervene to help the student meet 

their academic potential. In addition, 

due to COVID restrictions on Parent 

Teacher meetings, Mr. Fallon has been 

sending out access codes to parents so 

they can access the detailed reports in 

an online format, so as to keep up with 

the progress of the students. Thanks to 

Mr. Murphy for all his work with his 

role as SIP coordinator. 

 

 

 

Wear your County Colours raises €200 

On Friday the 11th the students wore 

their county colours to support the 

Kilkenny Senior Camogie Team. The girls 

collected €200 and this was lodged to 

the teams Go Fund Me page. Well done 

to all involved and to the Kilkenny 

camogie team on their great win against 

Galway in the All Ireland Senior 

Camogie Final. Thanks to Ms. 

O’Callaghan for organizing. 

 

 

 
 

Team Hope shoebox Christmas appeal 

The collection for the Team Hope 

shoebox Christmas appeal was held on  

Wednesday 18th November. Students 

were asked to donate €3 and in return 

they received a lollipop. Each shoebox  

costs €20 and these boxes will be the 

only present these children receive this 

year. Our Team Hope collection raised 

€571.35. This money will provide 28 

boxes/presents for children in Rwanda 

and Moldova. Many thanks to all who 

contributed. This money will be used so 

that children can experience Christmas. 

Well done 2 Red CSPE class for 

organizing this worthwhile initiative and 

to their teachers Ms. Leahy and Ms. 

Law for co-ordinating 
 
 
 
 
 
Scoil Aireagail’s Fittest Base Class 

challenge Our TY students organised a 

competition last Thursday where each 

class group competed against each 

other around a skills/fitness course. 

Winners in the seniors were 6th years 

and Junior category were the 3 Blacks. 

Teachers also took part and the winner 

in the teachers category was our new 

SNA Marie Barry Newsome. Big thanks 

to the TY’s and their teacher Mr. K. 

Walsh for organising this event.  
 
 


